Bilingual by sections

__| Section 1: Matthew 7 and the Foundation of Our Lives

See Matthew 7:24-27

Verse 24: They heard and they obeyed. They built on a strong foundation.
Verse 26: They heard, but they did not obey, and they lost everything due to a
poor foundation.
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__| Section 2: Who Are We Following?

Let me ask a couple questions... If you are following close behind the Lord,

What we are really examining today is who we are following.

Who are we imitating?

All of us should ask ourselves how much of the heart and the mind of Jesus we
understand.

How much of His heart and His mind are we putting into practice by imitating
Him?

Before we make a decision, do we consider what the Lord might have done in the
same circumstances?

Do we seek the Lord and pray and ask Him to give us grace to respond so that we
might imitate Him?



I'm sure that some of you are the only believers that your neighbors have seen,
or can get to know.

Is your form of life, your manner of living, drawing them to want to seek the
Lord?

Depending on our degree of imitating our Lord,

Are we becoming more like Him? Or are we becoming less like Jesus Christ?
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__| Section 3: Seek First the Kingdom of God

As believers, we are called and commanded to be like Christ, to follow His
example.

Can all of us think about what Matthew chapter 6 and verse 33 tells us?

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,

And all these things will then be added unto us—what we think we need every

day.



We should have the type of thinking that wants to include:

"What would God want me to do?"—before we make our decisions.

Christ says to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

We need to ask ourselves and train our children to ask themselves:

"What | am about to do—will that bring me closer to God and His kingdom, or
further away?"

We want to learn how we should prioritize the eternal before we choose the
temporal.
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__| Section 4: A Prayer for Transformation and Imitation

Let’s pray.

Heavenly Father, | thank You that we can meet together.

| pray, Lord, that this time together would be more than just an intellectual or
mental study.

| pray that all of us would be challenged to follow our Lord with all our heart,
soul, and mind.



He teaches the importance of the principle of imitation—

Understanding the difference between imitating righteousness or imitating
foolishness and sin.

Help us, Lord, to see its significance.

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

We want to see what the Scripture tells us about the conviction or the persuasion
of imitating what God tells us to.
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__| Section 5: Christ Left Us an Example

Can we go to 1 Peter chapter 2? Let us read verses 21 through 23.

Even in the middle of Christ’s suffering for us,

We are called to follow His example in good times and in very troubling times.
If you're not sure what to do, our Lord has already left us His example.
And it says in this verse, we should follow His steps.

This phrase, "follow His steps," is very interesting.

The vocabulary words picture someone walking so close behind the other
person—

It's like this—they're walking almost on top of them, touching them,

So close to them.



As the Lord leaves His footprints in the sand or in the dirt,

We are to walk in His steps.

Verse 22 refers to actions and our speech.

Our Lord, even when He was under great trial, did not sin.

And His responses were controlled. There was no evil or guile in His answers.
It says He committed Himself unto God and God’s will, the one who judges and
does all things right.

Our Lord has left us a very high standard to follow.
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__| Section 6: God's Purpose in All Things



e We're going to see that everything God allows in our lives is for His purpose.
Where does the Scripture say one of God’s purposes for our Christian lives?
Let’s turn to Romans chapter 8.

e We all know what Romans 8:28 says:

"For we know that those who love God, all things work together for good."
And then verse 29—can you read Romans 8:297?
e We see in this verse the word predestinate.
Don’t be afraid about this doctrine of predestination.
This verse, Romans 8:29, tells us what the purpose of predestination is.
God has chosen us beforehand. He has predestinated us in Christ to be
conformed to the image of His Son.
The purpose—God’s purpose for us as believers—is to be made more like Christ
every day and every month and every year of our lives.
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e | | Section 7: In Christ Before the Foundation of the World



Let’s turn to Ephesians chapter 1 and allow the Bible to help us understand God’s
purpose.

Can you read Ephesians chapter 1 and verse 4?

One of the great keys to understand the mystery of predestination

Is to understand that connection all this has with being in Christ.

It says in verse 4, "He has chosen us in Him."

In Christ.

The word or the phrase "in Christ," "in Him"

Is repeated many, many, many times in the first chapter of Ephesians.

| have counted between verse 1 and verse 13—eleven times! Eleven times!

n i;

The phrase "in Christ," "in Him" occurs.

Before the foundation of the world, Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of mankind.
In the moment we became in Christ, our predestination began with a purpose.
And that purpose is explained again in verse 4:

That we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.
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__| Section 8: The New Man in Christ

Let’s go to Ephesians chapter 4 and read verse 24 to see more of God’s purpose
for our Christian life.

To be in Christ means that we have put on a new man.

We are born again—from above, in the Spirit.

Can you read Ephesians chapter 4, verse 24?

What is the purpose of this new man?

God has created us—created us together in His Son, being born again—

To the end that we might show righteousness and true holiness.

In Christ, following His holy example—His example of being without blame or
guile.

All of this is so that we might be conformed to the image—become in the
likeness—of Christ.

This is God’s plan for us right now—

That we should follow our Lord’s example and put our feet into His footsteps.
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__| Section 9: The Glorious End — Our Future in Christ

All of this is leading to a glorious end or another final manifestation of God’s
glory.

Let’s now turn to Philippians chapter 3 and read verse 21.

This refers to the process now, and its ultimate—when it’s finalized—

When we are with God forever in heaven.

Can you read Philippians 3:217

There will be a day when our vile body will be changed and become like Christ’s
glorious, resurrected body.

This is where we are headed!

According to God’s constant and faithful working in our lives now—

And for all eternity.

Because God is powerful and faithful to subdue and to make everything finally
work for the purposes He has designed.

That the Father wants us to be like His glorious Son—

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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__| Section 10: Born Again for Transformation

Being born again is the first step.

It’s a requirement to begin to experience this great transformation.

Receiving Jesus Christ—by believing in Him—God has the authority to make us
become His children.

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God,

to those who believe in His name.” (John 1:12)

So let’s now turn to 1 John chapter 3 and read verse 2.

The Word of God tells us that we are now the sons and daughters of God.

And God isn’t finished with us yet, even in this life.

There’s more work to be done by His part in our lives to make us like His Son.
1 John 3:2 says that we know—we are assured—we can look forward to—
when our Lord appears and calls us to come up together with Him.

His process, | think, will be completed.

It says, “We shall be like Him.”

It will not be living by faith anymore.

We shall see Him as He really is.
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__| Section 11: Conformed to the Image of Christ

This is an ongoing process in our sanctification—

To be made conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.

If you are in Christ—if you are saved—

If you have put your trust only in Christ—

You are now a son or daughter of God.

You are in Christ.

And you are predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son.
We follow a perfect God in every sense, in every moral way.
God is perfect.
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__| Section 12: The Father of Lights and the Unchanging God

Let’s look at one more verse before we summarize this principle of imitation.
Let’s turn to James chapter 1 and read verses 17 and 18 to appreciate who our
God is.

“If there is anything good—and all perfect things—they come from above.
They come from the Father of lights, who dwells in perfect holiness—

With no darkness at all.”

God is always faithful to all His character.

He said, "There’s no changing, there’s no variableness."

God stays the course and doesn’t change or get off direction.

He does not have any shadow of turning.

In verse 18, He says He has worked in us so that we might be a kind of firstfruits,
Or a special offering of His newly remade creatures.
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__| Section 13: Our Life Goal—To Be Like Christ

Keeping in mind the great character of our Lord—

The objective for our Christian life is to be like Him in our character.

The outcome, or the final result, should be that our desires are in agreement with
His desires.

By God's power and His grace, we can overcome all circumstances and respond
as He would.

This character, this desire, and this response—

All start because we want to have His motivation.

The origin of all this is the desire to imitate our Lord and follow Him.

And all of this works together to produce an attitude—

The same attitude He showed us in His life here on earth.

We might have His attitude—

To share the same willingness and humility

That our Lord modeled and left us as a perfect example.
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Whole Zoom Class, June 3: Principle of Imitation

See Mt 7.24-27

Verse 24: They heard and they obeyed. They built on a strong foundation.

Verse 26: They heard, but they did not obey, and they lost everything due to a poor
foundation.

They are like the foolish people who build their lives upon a weak foundation.
Like a house built on the sand.

As believers, our decisions should align with and be in agreement with God's will.
We should be paying attention to His direction and obeying His guidance.

And we follow the Lord by faith because we have come to know His good heart.
And our decisions should reflect our desire to seek the glory of God.

Let me ask a couple questions... If you are following close behind the Lord.

What we are really examining today is who we are following.

Who are we imitating?

All of us should ask ourselves how much of the heart and the mind of Jesus we



understand.

How much of His heart and His mind are we putting into practice by imitating Him?
Before we make a decision, do we consider what the Lord might have done in the
same circumstances?

Do we seek the Lord and pray and ask Him to give us grace to respond so that we
might imitate Him?

I'm sure that some of you are the only believers that your neighbors have seen, or
can get to know.

Is your form of life, your manner of living, drawing them to want to seek the Lord?
Depending on our degree of imitating our Lord, are we becoming more like Him? Or
are we becoming less like Jesus Christ?

As believers, we are called and commanded to be like Christ, to follow His example.
Can all of us think about what Matthew chapter 6 and verse 33 tells us?

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,

And all these things will then be added unto us—what we think we need every day.
We should have the type of thinking that wants to include what would God want me
to do before we make our decisions.

Christ says to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

We need to ask ourselves and train our children to ask themselves:

And what | am about to do, will that bring me closer to God and His kingdom, or
further away?

We want to learn how we should prioritize the eternal before we choose the
temporal.

Let's pray. Heavenly Father, | thank You that we can meet together.

| pray, Lord, that this time together would be more than just an intellectual or
mental study.

| pray that all of us would be challenged to follow our Lord with all our heart, soul,
and mind.

He teaches the importance of the principle of imitation—

Understanding the difference between imitating righteousness or imitating
foolishness and sin.

Help us, Lord, to see its significance. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

We want to see what the Scripture tells us about the conviction or the persuasion of



imitating what God tells us to.

Can we go to 1 Peter chapter 2? And let us read verse 21 through 23.

Even in the middle of Christ's suffering for us,

We are called to follow His example in good times and in very troubling times.

If you're not sure what to do, our Lord has already left us His example.

And it says in this verse, we should follow His steps.

This phrase, "follow His steps," is very interesting.

The vocabulary words picture someone walking so close behind the other person—
It's like this—they're walking almost on top of them, touching them,

So close to them.

As the Lord leaves His footprints in the sand, or in the dirt,

We are to walk in His steps.

Verse 22 refers to actions and our speech.

Our Lord, even when He was under great trial, did not sin.

And His responses were controlled. There was no evil or guile in His answers.

It says He committed Himself unto God and God's will, the one who judges and does
all things right.

Our Lord has left us a very high standard to follow.

We're going to see that everything God allows in our lives is for His purpose.
Where does the Scripture say one of God's purposes for our Christian lives?

Let's turn to Romans chapter 8.

We all know what Romans 8:28 says:

It says, "For we know that those who love God, all things work together for good."
And then verse 29—can you read Romans 8:297?

We see in this verse the word "predestinate."

Don't be afraid about this doctrine of predestination.

This verse, Romans 8:29, tells us what the purpose of predestination is.

God has chosen us beforehand. He has predestinated us in Christ to be conformed
to the image of His Son.

The purpose—God's purpose for us as believers—is to be made more like Christ
every day and every month and every year of our lives.

Let's turn to Ephesians chapter 1 and allow the Bible to help us understand God's
purpose.



Can you read Ephesians chapter 1 and verse 4?

One of the great keys to understand the mystery of predestination

Is to understand that connection all this has with being in Christ.

It says in verse 4, "He has chosen us in Him."

In Christ.

The word or the phrase "in Christ," "in Him"

Is repeated many, many, many times in the first chapter of Ephesians.

| have counted between verse 1 and verse 13—eleven times! Eleven times!

The phrase "in Christ," "in Him" occurs.

Before the foundation of the world, Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of mankind.

In the moment we became in Christ, our predestination began with a purpose.
And that purpose is explained again in verse 4:

That we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.

Let's go to Ephesians chapter 4 and read verse 24 to see more of God's purpose for
our Christian life.

To be in Christ means that we have been put—we put on a new man.

We are born again! From above, in the Spirit.

Can you read Ephesians chapter 4, verse 24?

What is the purpose of this new man?

God has created us—created us together in His Son, being born again—

To the end that we might show righteousness and true holiness.

In Christ, following His holy example and His example of being without blame or
without guile.

All of this is being so that we might be conformed to the image—become in the
likeness—of Christ.

This is God's plan for us right now—

That we should follow our Lord's example and put our feet into His footsteps.
All of this is leading to a glorious end or another final manifestation of God's glory.
Let's now turn to Philippians chapter 3 and read verse 21.

This refers to the process now, and its ultimate—when it’s finalized, ultimately—
When we are with God forever in heaven.

Can you read Philippians 3:217?

There will be a day when our vile body will be changed and become like Christ’s



glorious, resurrected body.

This is where we are headed!

According to God's constant and faithful working in our lives now—

And for all eternity.

Because God is powerful and faithful to subdue and to make everything finally work
for the purposes He has designed.

That the Father wants us to be like His glorious Son—

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Being born again is the first step. It's a requirement to begin to experience this great
transformation.

Receiving Jesus Christ—by believing in Him—God has the authority to make us
become His children.

But as many as received Him, to those who believe in His name,

He gave the authority to become children of God. (John 1:12)

So let's now turn to 1 John chapter 3 and read verse 2.

The Word of God tells us that we are now the sons and the daughters of God.

And God isn't finished with us yet, even in this life.

There's more work to be done by His part in our lives to make us like His Son.

1 John chapter 3, verse 2 says that we know—we are assured—we can look forward
to—

When our Lord appears and calls us to come up together with Him—

His process, | think, will be completed.

It says, we shall be like Him.

It will not be living by faith anymore. We shall see Him as He really is.

This is an ongoing process in our sanctification—

To be made conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.

If you are in Christ—if you are saved—

If you have put your trust only in Christ—

You are now a son or daughter of God. You are in Christ.

And you are predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son.

We follow a perfect God in every sense, in every moral way. God is perfect.

Let's look at one more verse before we summarize this principle of imitation.

Let's turn to James chapter 1 and read verses 17 and 18 to appreciate who our God



is.

If there is anything good—and all perfect things—come from above.

They come from the Father of lights, who dwells in perfect holiness—

With no darkness at all.

God is always faithful to all His character.

He said, There's no changing, there's no variableness.

God stays the course and doesn't change or get off direction.

He does not have any shadow of turning.

In verse 18, He says He has worked in us so that we might be a kind of first fruits, or
a special offering—

Of His newly remade creatures.

Keeping in mind the great character of our Lord—

The objective for our Christian life is to be like Him in our character.

The outcome, or the final result, should make our desires be in agreement with His
desires.

By God's power and His grace, we can overcome all circumstances and respond as
He would.

This character, this desire, and this response all start because we want to have His
motivation.

The origin, or how this all begins, is because we should want to imitate our Lord and
be motivated to follow Him.

And all of this will work to produce an attitude that He has shown us in His living
here on Earth.

We might have His attitude—

To share the same willingness and humility that our Lord modeled and left us as a
perfect example.

1. Self-Check — Ask yourself: Am | becoming more like Jesus in how | think, speak,
and act?

2. Commit to the Word — Study Christ’s life in Scripture regularly. Follow His
teachings, not just admire them.



. Pray for Grace — Daily ask God for the strength and desire to imitate Christ,

especially in trials.
. Live Intentionally — Before every decision, ask: Will this bring me closer to Jesus

or further away?

. Disciple Others — Help your children and others ask the same questions. Model
Christ in front of them.

. Stay Encouraged — God's work in you is not finished. He is faithfully shaping you
for eternity.



