D.,June 24 Zoom to South Asia June 24 24 pastors English and G@ZII (Odia)
Acts 14:19-23 (Full message bottom of page 2 and Odia follows on page 6)

David Lima

Pastor Tappan delivered a sermon to a group of pastors in India (joining via online call) centered on Acts 14:19-23,
arguing that persecution is not the end of ministry but may signal its expansion. Four self-examination questions
framed the message: why we are pastors, why we follow Christ, why we encourage others to follow, and whether we
will continue even at great cost. The session closed with mutual encouragement and a planned follow-up in October.
(Full message begins at bottom of page 2.)

o Core theological position: Suffering and persecution are expected for all who desire to live godly — not a sign
of God's abandonment.

e Ministry must continue through tribulation: Paul's pattern in Acts 14 — stoned, dragged out, then rising and
returning to preach — is the normative model for gospel workers.

e Miracles do not guarantee belief: Trust must be placed in the risen Savior, not in signs and wonders.

Key Teachings Covered

e The Christian paradox: Truth that seems wrong by human thinking proves deeply true from God's perspective.

e 2 Timothy 3:16-17: Scripture is God-breathed — to teach, reprove, correct, and train; God picks believers up
when they fall.

e Acts 14:1-23: Paul and Barnabas preached boldly in Iconium; the city divided; Paul was stoned and left for
dead, yet rose and continued.

e Acts 8:1/ Acts 11:19-21: Stephen's death and subsequent persecution scattered believers, spreading the
gospel beyond Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and Gentiles.

e Philippians 3:10: Paul's strength came from knowing Christ and sharing in His sufferings.

e John 16:33: Christ promises peace not tied to circumstances — "l have overcome the world."

e John 15:18-23: The world hates believers because it hated Christ first; persecution confirms separation from
the world's kingdom.

e Philippians 1:6: God who began a good work will complete it — assurance that ministry is not finished until the
Lord is finished.



Summary message from the original transcript: Persecution Is Not the End

Brothers, the Christian life is a paradox. A paradox is a truth that may seem wrong to human thinking, but becomes
clear when we see it from God’s perspective. Isaiah 55:8-9 reminds us that God’s thoughts are higher than our
thoughts, and His ways are higher than our ways.

Human thinking says suffering means defeat. God says suffering may be part of His plan. Human thinking says
persecution means the ministry is over. God says persecution may be the beginning of something greater.

In Acts 14:19-23, Paul was stoned, dragged out of the city, and left for dead. But the disciples gathered around him,
and Paul rose up. He went back into the city, continued the work, and later returned to strengthen the churches. He
taught them that “we must through many tribulations enter into the kingdom of God.”

This is the reality of Gospel ministry in the real world. Some will believe the message of Christ. Others will resist it. Some may
even hate and persecute those who preach it. But persecution does not mean God has abandoned His servants. It does not
mean the Gospel has failed. Often, suffering is the evidence that the Gospel is advancing into darkness.

Paul and Barnabas preached the word of God’s grace. They were opposed, threatened, and persecuted, but they
continued proclaiming the Gospel. Their confidence was not in comfort, safety, or human approval. Their confidence
was in the risen Christ.

Jesus warned His disciples in John 15 that the world would hate them because it hated Him first. In John 16:33, He said,
“In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.” Christ does not promise His
servants an easy path, but He promises peace, victory, and His presence.

God has often used persecution to spread His message.

In Acts 8, after Stephen was killed, believers were scattered. But wherever they went, they preached the Word. The
enemy wanted to silence the church, but God used persecution to expand the Gospel.

So we must ask ourselves honestly: Why are we pastors? Why are we following Christ? Why should we encourage
others to follow Christ? Will we continue following Him even when it costs us?

A servant of Christ may be wounded, but he is not finished until the Lord is finished with him.

Paul wrote in Philippians 1:6 that God, who began a good work in His people, will complete it until the day of Jesus
Christ. Our confidence is not in ourselves, our strength, or our circumstances. Our confidence is in God, who begins,
sustains, and finishes His work.

Brothers, persecution is not the end of your ministry. It may be the beginning of something greater than you can
imagine. This is bigger than us. It is about the glory of Christ, the advance of the Gospel, and the eternal salvation of
souls.

So keep preaching. Keep serving. Keep trusting Christ. Keep strengthening the believers. Keep pointing sinners to the
only Savior. The risen Christ has overcome the world.
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Full Message
Persecution is not the end of ministry; God may use it to advance the Gospel. Isaiah 55:8-9; Acts 14:19-23

Good morning, brothers. | am very glad to see you gathered together. It is a joy to open the Word of God with you.
Please open your Bibles to Isaiah 55:8—9.

God says:

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways,

And My thoughts than your thoughts.”

These verses teach us something very important: the Christian life is a paradox.



A paradox is a truth that seems wrong according to human thinking, but proves to be deeply true when we see it fom
God’s perspective.

Human thinking says suffering means defeat.

God says suffering may be part of His victory.

Human thinking says persecution means the ministry is over.

God says persecution may be the beginning of something greater.
Human thinking says a wounded servant is finished.

God says His servant is not finished until the Lord is finished with him.

So today | want us to look honestly at a hard truth: The Gospel ministry in the real world includes suffering,
opposition, and persecution.

But Acts 14 shows us that persecution does not have to be the end of ministry.
Please turn now to Acts 14:19-23.

Before we read, | want to ask four questions. These questions are for each one of us to answer before God:
Why are we pastors? Why are we following Christ?
Why should we encourage others to follow Christ? Will we keep following Christ even when it costs us?

Acts 14 tells us that Paul and Barnabas were preaching Jesus Christ — His death, His resurrection, and salvation by
grace. Some believed. Others became angry. The enemy stirred up the crowd. Eventually, Paul was stoned, dragged
out of the city, and left for dead.

But that was not the end.

The disciples gathered around him. Paul rose up. He went back into the city. The next day, he continued the work.
Then he returned to strengthen the churches.

Acts 14:22 says they were: “strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.””

That is not an easy message, but it is a true message.

1. God’s servants may suffer greatly.

Paul and Barnabas had already seen both blessing and opposition.

In Acts 14:1, a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. God was saving people. The Gospel was bearing fruit.
But in the same city, opposition rose up. Acts 14:2 says unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brothers.

That is often how spiritual warfare works. When the Gospel advances, opposition increases.
In Acts 14:3, Paul and Barnabas did not immediately run away. They stayed for some time, speaking boldly in the Lord.
Their message is called “the word of His grace.”

That is our message too.
We are saved by grace. We serve by grace.
We live by grace. We continue by grace.

But not everyone who sees the work of God will believe. Even when God did signs and wonders through the apostles,
some still rejected the truth.

We must not put our trust in miracles.

We put our trust in the risen Savior.

The greatest miracle is not merely that a sick body can be healed. The greatest miracle is that God can forgive guilty
sinners through Jesus Christ.

Then Acts 14:5 says some wanted to abuse and stone Paul and Barnabas. So they fled to other cities. But verse 7 says:
“And they were preaching the gospel there.”

They left one place, but they did not leave Christ.

They left danger, but they did not leave the mission.
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Later, in Acts 14:19, enemies from Antioch and Iconium came to Lystra. They stirred up the people, stoned Paul, and

dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. Brothers, faithful believers may suffer greatly.

2 Timothy 3:12 says: “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
It does not say a few. It does not say only apostles.
It says all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus.

So when persecution comes to you or to others, do not think God has failed. Do not think Christ has abandoned you.
Do not think the Gospel has lost its power.
Persecution is painful, but it is not proof that God is absent.

2. Suffering does not mean failure.

Paul knew why he was following Christ.

Please remember Philippians 3:10: “that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death.”

These are easy words to read, but hard words to live.

Paul wanted to know Christ. Not only the power of His resurrection, but also the fellowship of His sufferings.

Brother pastor, suffering does not mean God has abandoned you. Opposition does not mean your ministry has failed.
Persecution does not mean the Gospel is weak.

Sometimes suffering is the evidence that the Gospel is advancing into darkness.
Our Lord Jesus told us this clearly.

In John 16:33, He said:
“These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”

Notice the contrast.
In Christ, we have peace. In the world, we have tribulation. But Christ has overcome the world.

This peace is not based on easy circumstances. It is peace in Christ, above and beyond our circumstances.
If we belong to Christ, we should not be surprised when the world opposes us.
The world hated Christ before it hated us.

3. God can use persecution to spread the Gospel.
Acts 14 is not the first time persecution appears in the book of Acts.

Turn back to Acts 8:1.

After Stephen was killed, Saul approved of his death. A great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem. The
believers were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.

Humanly speaking, it looked like disaster.

But what happened?

Acts 8:4 says: “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.”

Persecution scattered the believers, but it did not silence the Gospel.

God used persecution to move His people into places where others needed to hear about Christ.

Then in Acts 11:19-21, we see this again. Those scattered by persecution traveled to other regions, speaking the word.
At first, some spoke only to Jews. But then others preached the Lord Jesus to Gentiles also.
And Acts 11:21 says: “And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.”

Do you see God’s ways?

The enemy wanted to destroy the church. The enemy wanted suffering to stop the mission.
God used it to expand the Gospel. God used suffering to spread the mission.
The enemy wanted to silence believers. God'’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts.

God used them to speak in new places. God’s ways are higher than our ways.



4. The world hates Christ, so it will hate His servants.

Now turn to John 15:18-23.

Jesus told His disciples not to be surprised if the world hates them. Why?

Because the world hated Him first.

If we belonged to the world, the world would love its own. But Christ has chosen us out of the world. We no longer
belong to the world’s system, values, idols, lies, and darkness.

We belong to Christ.

So if we live for Christ, preach Christ, and tell the truth about sin, judgment, grace, repentance, and salvation through
Christ alone, some will believe by the grace of God.

But others will resist. Some may become angry. Some may even become violent.

This is exactly what happened to Paul and Barnabas.

So do not give people a false message that says, “Follow Christ and you will never suffer.”

That is not the message of Jesus. That is not the message of Paul.

That is not the message of Acts. The true message is better:

Follow Christ because He is worthy. Follow Christ because His grace is sufficient.

Follow Christ because He is risen. Follow Christ because even suffering cannot separate
Follow Christ because He alone gives eternal life. you from Him.

5. God will finish what He began.

Let us finish with Philippians 1:6.

Paul wrote this while he was in prison. He did not have his freedom. He was waiting for trial. But he wrote with
confidence: “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you

will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”

Paul’s confidence was not in his comfort.
It was not in his health. It was not in the approval of men.
It was not in his circumstances. His confidence was in God.

God began the work. God sustains the work. God will finish the work.

Brothers, we have been saved for a glorious reason.

We are here to proclaim the salvation that only Jesus Christ can give.
Persecution is not the end of your ministry.

It may be the beginning of something greater than you can imagine.

This is not only about you and me. It is bigger than us.
It is about the glory of Christ, the advance of the Gospel, and the eternal salvation of souls.

So let me ask again:

Why are we pastors?

Why are we following Christ?

Why should we encourage others to follow Christ?
Will we keep following Christ even when it costs us?

A servant of Christ may be wounded, but he is not finished until the Lord is finished with him.
May God strengthen us to continue. May God purify our motives. May God give us courage.
May God make us faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ until the day He calls us home.

Amen.
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