Sept 3, 2026 Zoom Meeting to India, The Paradox of the Christian Life, Isa 55, Mt 10:16.17, Jn 15:20
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The meeting focused on the "paradox of the Christian life," emphasizing that God's ways and thoughts are higher than
human understanding, Tappan led a scriptural study on Isaiah 55 and Matthew 10 to illustrate that spiritual growth and
faithfulness often involve suffering, persecution, and a reliance on God's wisdom rather than human strategy.

Scriptural Teachings on Divine Paradox
¢ God's Higher Ways: Using Isaiah 55:6-12, the discussion highlighted that God's plans are an "everlasting
covenant" and his ways are as far above human ways as the heavens are above the earth
o The Messiah's Nature: A key paradox discussed was the Son of God entering the world as a weak baby to
rescue mankind, contrasting with the political liberator many expected
e The Word as a Seed: God's word is described as a seed that will inevitably sprout and accomplish His specific
will, regardless of human desires

Spiritual Warfare and Persecution
o The "Sheep among Wolves" Paradox: Based on Matthew 10:16, the group discussed the paradox of God
sending believers (sheep) into dangerous environments (wolves)
o Purpose of Suffering: Persecution is framed not as a failure of faith, but as a means of achieving intimacy with
God and identifying with the suffering of Christ
o The Role of Grace: Believers are encouraged to respond to religious and political opposition with grace and
forgiveness rather than pride or harshness

Historical and Spiritual Context
¢ The Root of Conflict: The spiritual battle is traced back to the Garden of Eden and the conflict between Cain
and Abel, where pride and a lack of faith led to the first murder 1112.
o Satan's Strategy: The discussion noted that Satan attempts to disrupt God's plans by attacking the line of the
Messiah, but these efforts are ultimately defeated by the resurrected Savior



THE PARADOX OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

God’s Higher Ways, Sheep Among Wolves, and Faithfulness Under Persecution
Isaiah 55:1-13 ¢ Matthew 10:16 ¢ John 15:20-21

CENTRAL TRUTH: God’s ways are higher than ours. He satisfies those who come to
Him, accomplishes His purposes through His Word, and sends His people into a
hostile world under the care of the victorious Shepherd.

INTRODUCTION — WE NEED GOD’S WORD TO UNDERSTAND GOD’S WAYS

Once more, welcome to each one of you this evening. Thank you for your time, your attendance, and
your expectation to hear from the Word of God.

We are continuing to understand the paradox of the Christian life. A paradox is something that may
appear contradictory or unreasonable from our limited point of view, yet becomes clear when we see
it from God’s perspective.

To understand this world and the spiritual battle in which we live, we must look to God’s Word. There
we find the direction, counsel, and unchanging principles that He has established for all time. Isaiah
55:1-13 gives us powerful examples of truths that do not naturally fit human reasoning: the thirsty
are satisfied without money, life comes by listening, God’s thoughts are higher than ours, His Word
produces fruit, and His people can go out with joy even through difficult circumstances.

|. GOD FREELY INVITES US TO COME — ISAIAH 55:1-7

A. Come and Be Satisfied — Verses 1-2

The opening of Isaiah 55 is often described as the free offer of mercy. Through Hebrew poetry, God
gives us vivid pictures of the character and glory of our Creator, Savior, and Sustainer.

In verse 1, thirsty people are invited to come to the waters. Those who have no money are still invited
to come, buy, and eat. We do not purchase God’s favor or satisfy Him with money. In His presence, He
freely satisfies the thirsty and hungry soul.

Verse 2 asks why we spend our resources on things that cannot satisfy. Human beings invest time,
strength, attention, and money in many things that promise life but leave the soul empty. God calls us
to listen carefully to Him and to delight our innermost being in His abundance.

B. Listen, Come, and Live — Verse 3

God says, “Incline your ear.” We are to listen carefully—not merely hearing sounds, but responding
with our lives. True listening moves our feet: “Come to Me.” If we want to be alive spiritually, we
must hear so that our soul may live.

Why should we listen to God and His Word? Because He makes an everlasting covenant. He gives
unbreakable promises to those who come to Him in faith. God’s promises are more than words. They
are faithful expressions of His lovingkindness, supported by His character and fulfilled by His actions.



C. Receive Mercy and Make His Glory Known — Verses 4-7 3

Verses 4 and 5 move outward. God calls His people to be witnesses, and He desires His glory and
greatness to be known among the nations. In Christ, we have been clothed with a beauty and glory
that are not our own. He has rescued us from the horrible pit and the miry clay and set our feet upon
a rock.

“He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and established my steps.” Psalm 40:2

Verse 6 says, “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.” God is not the
One hiding in sin; we are. Like Adam and Eve, we try to hide from Him. To come to the holy and
merciful Lord, the wicked must forsake his way, and the unrighteous man must forsake his thoughts.
There is always a connection between our thoughts and our actions. A sinful path begins in the heart
and mind. Returning to the Lord therefore includes turning from both our wicked ways and our
unrighteous thoughts.

What happens when the sinner returns to the Lord? God has mercy. He abundantly pardons—more
fully than we can imagine. He forgives and washes our sins away. The One whose thoughts are
infinitely higher than ours is also the One whose mercy is infinitely greater than ours.

APPLICATION: Stop spending your life on what cannot satisfy. Listen to God, come to Him,
turn from sin, and rest in His abundant mercy.

Il. GOD’S WAYS ARE HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS — ISAIAH 55:8-13

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9

A. The Messiah Is the Greatest Paradox

God’s thoughts do not follow our limited understanding, and our natural way of life does not follow
the life He designed for us. Consider how God rescued lost humanity. The eternal Son of God became
truly man. The One who possesses all glory and strength entered the world as a weak, defenseless
baby.

Scripture truly presents the Messiah as a conquering Ruler and King. Many Jews therefore expected a
Messiah who would match their political hopes and free them from Roman power. But the complete
Old Testament picture also includes the suffering Servant of Isaiah 53. God’s promised redemption
required both the Servant who would suffer for sin and the King who would reign in victory.

Human thinking asks, “How can victory come through suffering? How can life come through death?
How can the King save by becoming a servant?” God answers at Calvary and the empty tomb. His
ways are higher than ours.



B. God’s Word Accomplishes God’s Will — Verses 10-11 4

God explains His higher wisdom with the picture of rain and snow. They come down from heaven,
water the earth, and cause the seed to sprout and bear fruit. In the same way, God’s Word goes forth
with divine purpose.

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what | please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which | sent it.” Isaiah 55:11

We must notice exactly what He promises. God’s Word will accomplish what pleases Him—not
necessarily our small wishes, our preferred schedule, or our immediate expectations. He sees all
eternity, all peoples, and generations still to come. His Word will succeed in the purpose for which He
sends it.

C. God Gives Joy and Peace in the Middle of Trouble — Verses 12-13

Verse 12 speaks of going out with joy and being led with peace. That does not mean God’s people will
never face trouble. Scripture plainly says that those who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. We may ask, “Why should it be this way? Did God not promise His presence and peace?”

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12

This question reveals how small our perspective can be. God’s peace is not merely the removal of
every adverse circumstance. It is His presence, promise, and sustaining grace within the trial. God is
thinking about eternity, His glory among all peoples, and the spiritual good of the next generation—
farther than we can see.

Isaiah 55 ends with creation itself pictured as rejoicing. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree. This will be an everlasting sign: God will
receive the glory, and His will shall be perfectly accomplished.

D. Suffering Can Deepen Our Fellowship with Christ

We should never minimize what many believers have witnessed or personally experienced. Suffering
is real. Loss is real. Persecution is painful. Yet the apostle Paul desired to know Christ “and the
fellowship of His sufferings.” There is a depth of closeness and intimacy with Christ that believers may
learn as they suffer in identification with the Savior who suffered for them.

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
Luke 9:23

The world does not understand this message and does not want to receive it. When our Lord spoke of
costly discipleship, many who had called themselves His followers turned away. So we must ask
ourselves honestly: What would it take for me to leave Christ, close my mouth as a witness, or deny
the reality that He is alive?



lll. CHRIST SENDS SHEEP AMONG WOLVES — MATTHEW 10:16 °

“Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless
as doves.” Matthew 10:16

A. A Strategy That Seems Unreasonable

Why would God send His people to the wolves? Why does He not send wolves against wolves? If we
were designing a strategy to reach hostile people, would we deliberately send vulnerable sheep into
danger, opposition, and possible suffering? From a merely human perspective, Christ’s plan seems
unreasonable.

But we are not wandering sheep without protection or direction. We are sheep following our
Shepherd. Never forget that our Lord Himself is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
He conquered not by imitating the violence of wolves, but by laying down His life and rising again.

B. The Power of the Mission Is the Shepherd

The central problem of humanity is not merely political. Political realities matter because
righteousness or sin lies beneath the way people and societies organize themselves. But no political
system can remove guilt, change the human heart, or conquer death. Only Christ can solve the
deepest problem of mankind.

We are sent as sheep among wolves, but we are not defeated and we are not alone. The power of our
mission is not found in ourselves. It is found in the Shepherd who sends and guides us—our risen,
victorious Lord and Savior.

Therefore we live for God’s glory and tell others about Calvary and the empty tomb. We proclaim

both the true problem—human sin—and the only Savior who can forgive, transform, and give eternal
life.

C. Wise as Serpents and Harmless as Doves

Jesus does not command carelessness. We must not be foolish, proud, harsh, or needlessly
provocative. We are to be wise as serpents: alert, discerning, thoughtful, and careful. At the same
time, we must be harmless as doves: pure in motive, gracious in conduct, and free from revenge.

e Our motive must be the glory of God, not personal attention.

e Our message must center on Christ, not ourselves.

e Our conduct must display the purity of God’s grace.

e Our response to hostility must show the grace and forgiveness that we ourselves have received.
Matthew 10 warns that believers may be handed over to human authorities and to religious and

political systems. Yet Christ’s presence remains with His people. The world may control a courtroom,
a prison, a platform, or a government office, but it cannot remove the Shepherd from His sheep.



APPLICATION: Do not confuse courage with carelessness or innocence with weakness.
Serve with spiritual wisdom, visible purity, and confidence in the Shepherd who sends you.

IV. THE OLD CONFLICT: HUMAN PRIDE AGAINST GOD’S GRACE

Why are God’s purposes so different from our natural thinking? In every culture and every age,
beginning with Cain, human beings try to make themselves acceptable to God by what they can do.
Cain attempted to approach God by bringing what he thought should be acceptable. His offering
expressed confidence in his own work rather than humble faith in the way God had revealed. Abel,
however, came by faith with a sacrifice that ultimately pointed forward to the Son of God, who would
offer Himself for sinners.

How did Cain respond when God rejected his faithless offering? Instead of repenting, he became
angry and killed his own brother. Pride in human effort quickly became hatred of the one who came
by faith. This reveals how ancient the spiritual battle is. It began in Eden and continued in the next
generation.

Behind this conflict, Satan sought to oppose God’s promise and destroy the line through which the
Messiah would come. Abel was killed, but God’s promise was not defeated. Satan can attack, disrupt,
and bring suffering to God’s people, but he cannot win the final victory. His works have been defeated
through our crucified and risen Savior.

STRONG CONTRAST: Cain represents proud self-effort; Abel represents simple faith in God’s
provision. The gospel does not tell us to make ourselves acceptable. It announces what God has
provided in Christ.

V. THE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS LORD — JOHN 15:20-21

“Remember the word that | said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all
these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.”

John 15:20-21

A. Persecution Should Not Surprise Us

In Christ, we are walking the path that He already walked. The religious world and human pride hated
Christ because His truth exposed their self-righteousness, self-effort, and desire for glory. The world’s
basic thinking has not changed. It remains opposed to God and to His Son Jesus Christ.

Jesus therefore promises, “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” This is not a sign that
Christ has abandoned His servants. It may be evidence that the servant is faithfully identifying with his
Lord.



B. Rejection Is Not the Only Result g

We must not remember only the negative half of Christ’s words. He also says, “If they kept My word,
they will keep yours also.” Some will reject, but some will listen. Some will oppose, but some will
believe. God’s Word will not return empty; it will accomplish what pleases Him.

Our responsibility is not to guarantee a favorable response. Our responsibility is to remain faithful to
Christ, speak His Word clearly, live with grace and purity, and trust Him with the result.

C. The World’s Deepest Need Is to Know God

Jesus explains why opposition comes: people do not know the One who sent Him. Their deepest
problem is not lack of education, political power, or religious activity. They do not know the true God
who sent His Son Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost.

This is why we must continue speaking. The wolves need the Shepherd. The hostile need mercy. The
self-righteous need grace. The lost need the Savior. We go not because the world is safe, but because
Christ is worthy and His gospel is the power of God unto salvation.

CONCLUSION — TRUST THE HIGHER WAYS OF GOD

The Christian life contains truths that appear strange to human wisdom: we receive freely by
admitting our need; we live by listening and coming to God; victory comes through the suffering
Messiah; God’s servants are sent as sheep among wolves; fellowship with Christ may deepen through
suffering; and the Word succeeds even when some people reject it.

These are not contradictions in God. They expose the limits of our perspective. His thoughts are
higher, His ways are wiser, His mercy is greater, His Word is effective, and His Shepherd is victorious.

FINAL QUESTIONS

Am | spending my life on something that cannot satisfy?

Have | listened to God, turned from my sin, and received His abundant pardon?

Do | trust God’s higher ways when obedience brings difficulty?

Am | wise without becoming fearful, and innocent without becoming careless?

What would it take for me to stop following Christ or close my mouth as His witness?
Will | trust the Shepherd and faithfully speak His Word, leaving the results with Him?

FINAL APPLICATION: Come to the Lord, listen to His Word, and trust His higher ways. Follow
Christ even when the path includes suffering. Go as a sheep under the care of the victorious
Shepherd—wise, pure, courageous, and confident that God’s Word will accomplish His purpose.
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